A   DAY   S   WORK   AT   NEYYOOR
Church in India for the sake of their less fortunate brothers
of whatever faith or social standing. It has for long been a
philanthropic agency run from Europe and America; it
will gradually have to become India's own Christianity in
action. When a larger number of Indian doctors of high
professional morality have become possessed of that self-
confidence and sureness of judgment which alone can be
the foundations of good surgery, a new era will have
dawned indeed, and India will be able to do without us
medical men from England. What a day for India that
will be ! At present, she has so many inefficient doctors,
and so few really good ones. But the good time is coming,
I am sure.
Our Indian doctors are a very useful lot on the whole,
" and by far the greater part of the running of the hospital
is dependent on them. Except for cases who have spinal
or local anaesthetics, these men have to give all the " dope "
to the surgical cases. We have great fights sometimes,
when the patient is alcoholic, or the doctor a bit casual
with the chloroform. Of course, the patient is completely
unconscious even when fighting, but a little extra dope
restores him to the correct condition of tranquillity. One
thing we notice about Southern Indians when they are
undergoing operations is what good patients they are.
They make very little fuss, and usually take even a big
operation as a matter of course. One reason for this is
the brutality of so much of the village vaittyan's treat-
ment. Branding is not done by him under chloroform, and
the idea of being asleep whilst an operation is being per-
formed is no doubt a very preferable alternative to the
dread of a branding-iron.
As already mentioned, the patient's friends or relations
very often want to see their comrade's operation, and we
allow them to do this if they go to the gallery and wear a
proper mask to prevent the contamination of the air in
the theatre by germs. They probably think that these
masks are part of a secret ritual, and indeed, the operation-
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